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At the Neighborhood Association’s Oct. 19th Happy Hour, both longer-term 
and newer residents had a ball, and many new acquaintances were made. If 
you haven’t attended one of our happy hours yet, definitely try to make the 
next one. They’re free and fun! 

 

SEE MORE info and photos at our website: www.VVVRNA.org 

 

ASSN. NAME CHANGE: As proposed by the Velvet Valley-Velvet Ridge Neighborhood 

Assn. board of directors, the name of our community and Association was approved by all 
members voting at the Annual Meeting & Picnic on Sept. 7, 2019. The simplified area name, 
Velvet Valley Neighborhood Association, reflects the many more streets in our community and 
is consistent with the 2018 referendum vote to install signage with the name “Velvet Valley” at 
external entrances. 

 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD SOCIAL EVENTS 
Since our summer 2019 newsletter, the V.V. Neighborhood Assn. has 
sponsored three well-attended, wonderful social events that bring our 
community closer together. These include our Sept. 7th Annual Picnic at the 
Jemicy School, the October 19th Happy Hour at Leslie & Irv’s, and the Oct. 27th 
“Halloween Trunk or Treat” costumed kids’ party at Jemicy. Enjoy a few photos 
below and see many more at our website, www.VVVRNA.org. 
 

At our Annual Picnic, families had fun, kids loved Lynn Tomlinson’s incredible 
face-painting, gourmet food trucks made all happy, and local pols met their 
constituents (County Exec Johnny Olszewski joined Shelly Hettleman, Dana 
Stein, Jon Cardin, and Izzy Patoka). 
 

Update Us at: 

Velvet.NA@gmail.com: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

• We communicate 
events, news, crime, 
lost/found pets and 
more all by email; it is 
IMPORTANT that we 
have current email 
addresses of adults in 
your home. We do not 
sell or loan email 
addresses and keep 
them confidential. 

• A Neighborhood 
Association hospitality 
team does Welcome 
Visits to new residents; 
we need your help to let 
us know when 
someone new moves 
into our neighborhood 
so we can provide a 
warm welcome. 

 

Neighborhood Social 
Events Build 

Friendships and 
Community 

Your Neighborhood 

Association is continuing to 

sponsor events to bring 

neighbors and children 

together, and these free 

events are enabled by our 

annual dues. We’ve now 

had many successful 

programs and will continue 

them! All events are 

publicized by email, so it is 

IMPORTANT that we have 

all your email addresses to 

keep you posted. 

 

 
 

  

 

 

http://www.vvvrna.org/


OUR SPEED LIMIT IS 25 MPH!  ALSO, PEDESTRIANS USE CAUTION 
Courtesy is contagious. Please respect pedestrians (your neighbors), slow 
down and give a wide berth when passing. There are many walkers and 
dog-walkers on our neighborhood streets. A lot of vehicles are traveling a 
lot faster than 25 MPH and do not slow down at all when passing 
pedestrians. Please drive slowly, with patience and safety, even more 
when approaching pedestrians. So close to our homes, it’s important to  
be safe, patient and considerate.  
 

Similarly, for safety, we implore our neighborhood walkers to assure they 
have great visibility, by carrying a flashlight and wearing bright-colored 
outer clothing so they can be seen. It’s really hard to see people walking, 
even when driving slowly. 

LIGHTEN UP! (Thanks to Grant Cleverley) 

Police confirm that outdoor lighting strongly discourages would-be intruders. LED 
lighting (Light Emitting Diodes) adds beauty and security to your home, our 
neighborhood, saves money and reduces your carbon footprint. 
  
LEDs reduce power consumption and operating costs by 90%. A 10-watt 
LED bulb offers the same illumination as a 60-watt incandescent bulb. At the 
BGE rate of $.08 per KW hour it will only cost $3.50 a year or one-cent per day to 
have a 10-watt LED bulb illuminated all night, every day. Your additional safety 
and security are worth every penny. 
  
You don't have to light your home like a parking lot. Start by simply replacing 
existing bulbs with LED’s that are very affordable. Upgrades include motion 
detectors and lights for parking areas, driveways, landscaping, and timers -- 
allowing them to automatically go on at dusk and off at dawn. 
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NEARBY HIKING TRAILS, by Lynn Tomlinson 
 

In addition to Velvet Valley, we’re lucky to live close to some beautiful hiking 
trails. One of our favorites is the Serpentine Trail, a moderately easy 2.4-mile 
hike through scrub woodlands and grassy fields in Soldier’s Delight Natural 
Environmental Area. This serpentine barren is geographically unique, with many 
rare and threatened plant and animal species. This trail has a ranger station and 
is a good choice in cool weather because large parts have no shade. Only nine 
miles away, it feels like an entirely different ecosystem. 5100 Deer Park Rd, 
Owings Mills  (< See Lynn’s photo) 
 

 

 

POWER OUTAGES 
 
We called BGE to report 

frequent neighborhood power 

outages from blowing tree 

branches. BGE will analyze 

outage frequencies, send a 

technician to evaluate 

trimming needs if indicated, 

and advise if action planned. 

BGE won’t send tree trimmers 

on a specific request unless 

trees are resting on a wire. 

BGE states that, generally, 

homeowners need to arrange 

their own tree-trimming 

contractors. Call BGE if a 

specific need: (800) 685-0123 
 

 

At our annual Halloween Trunk or Treat Party at Jemicy, kids decorated 
huge, free pumpkins, enjoyed treats from decorated vehicles, and two 
families won the “best-decorated” vehicle vote. 

 

 

NEW BOARD Sept. 2019 

– Aug. 2020   

Officers 
President: Paul Brickman 
Vice Pres.: Grant Cleverley  
Treasurer: Stuart Denrich 
Secretary: Joan Kinsey 

 
Other Directors 
Barry Berman 
Marcia Castleman 
Ed Dreiband 
Ina Dreiband 
Kate Eglseder 
Claudio Levin 
Katie Miller 
Randy Morrison 
Rose Seaman 
Paulette Smith 
Erin Sher Smyth 
Sam Steinbach 
Lynn Tomlinson 
Irv Walker 
Gary Wand 
Harlan Zinn 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



RECIPE FROM STU’S 

KITCHEN, by Stuart Denrich 

Much of neighbor and board director 
Stu Denrich’s career has been in the 
catering business; contact Stu for any 
questions on his recipe at 
stuartssd@gmail.com. 

Roasted Butternut Squash Soup 

• Butternut Squash, one fresh 
Large 

• Olive Oil - 2 TBSP (2 oz) or as 
needed 

• Cinnamon, ground - 4 Tbsp 

• Salt & Pepper - to taste 

• Carrot, (1 medium horse carrot 
or 3 standard carrots) - small 
diced 

• Red Onion - 1 medium (small 
diced) 

• Celery - 5 stalks (small Diced) 

• Sweet Potato, small - 2 (small 
diced) 

• Brown Sugar- 6 oz. or to taste 

• Stock - 1 gal 

• Flour - 4 oz 
STEPS:  
1. Preheat oven to 350 F 
2. Remove seeds, and Dice 

butternut squash; toss with 2 
TBSP Olive Oil, sprinkle with 
salt and pepper and cinnamon. 

3. Put butternut squash in baking 
tray, cover with foil, place in 
350F° oven and roast till soft 
(about 1 hour) 

4. Once butternut is soft to the 
touch, let cool and then remove 
skin and reserve flesh for soup 

5. In medium soup pot sauté 
onion, carrots, celery & sweet 
potato in olive oil till all liquid is 
evaporated 

6. Add flour to pot and stir to coat 
vegetables so that no clumps 
of flour remain 

7. Add stock to pot and bring to a 
simmer 

8. Add butternut squash flesh and 
let simmer until all veggies are 
falling apart. 

9. Add brown sugar to soup and 
season with salt and pepper, 
then puree soup in blender or 
food processor, season to taste 
and serve 
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ATTRACTING GOLDFINCHES, by Lynn Tomlinson 

Some of our favorite birds to watch are American Goldfinches, flitting over 

rhododendron and our feeders. In cold months, both males and females have 

subtle yellow-grey coloration, but with spring, they molt. By April males are a 

vibrant electric yellow with a black cap and wings, and females are more muted 

yellow with olive tones.  

If you’d like to attract goldfinches to your yard, here are a few tips: 
- Purchase a feeder designed specifically for finches. Find one online, or at 

Wild Birds Unlimited in Timonium.  
- Fill feeders with Nyger seed; finches can’t resist this oil-rich little black seed.  
- Place feeders close to trees or shrubs birds can fly to for safety.  
- To prevent window collisions, bird feeders should be placed either very close 

(< 3 feet) or far (> 10 feet) from windows. 

▪ Oil painting by Lynn Tomlinson > 
 

NEIGHBOR NEWS & RESOURCES 
• Bev and Jon Myers celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on New 

Year’s Eve.  Their grand-daughter graduates from Medical school in May, 
and their oldest grandson is getting married in August (“our first”).  

  

• Ellen & Tony Glasser are proud of their kids: daughter Rebecca got a 4.0 
Fall semester at Towson University, and they wish her a Very Happy 
21st birthday on January 25th. Also, a congratulations to son Jacob on the 
purchase of his first home and his new job! 

 

• Babysitting & Pet Sitting: Peyton 18 and Eliza 15, on Baronet, are 
available for baby- and pet-sitting in addition to plant watering, mail/parcel 
pick up, etc. Please contact via dad Grant Cleverley’s cell 410.532.8847. 

 

• Mondel Broad Bakes…Did you know that The Mondel Broad Bakery lives 
in our neighborhood on Celadon Road? The Mondel Broad bakes 20 flavors 
of mondel bread and many flavors of cakes & breads such as Banana, 
Lemon Pound and Cinnamon Coffee Cake. Check out 
www.themondelbroad.com for choices! Perfect for a party, game day or 
deliverable as a gift or Shiva/Condolence tray. Contact Suzanne Kassel, 
443-280-0378 or themondelbroad@gmail.com for more information.  

 

• Councilman Izzy Patoka’s Community “Warrior of the Month”: Velvet 
Valley Neighborhood Assn & Paul Brickman:  District 2 Councilman 
Patoka, in his recent e-newsletter, recognized Paul Brickman as the 
president of the Velvet Valley Neighborhood Association in Owings Mills. 
During his time as president, he has taken on many initiatives that have 
strengthened the Velvet Valley Community. The association works to tie the 
community to important news and resources, accomplished through the 
association's [events, programs,] robust website and social media 
presence. One aspect … important to Paul is establishing a strong sense of 
community. [Among other programs] to help build that sense of community, 
when a new resident joins the neighborhood, board members will visit the 
home to welcome them. …The association holds happy hours at a home in 
the community [and along with an annual family picnic and kids’ events], 
provides an opportunity for neighbors to connect and build relationships. 
Paul said he "likes the results that he has seen." He also shared that since 
retiring, he gets a lot of satisfaction in getting to know his neighbors. The 
2nd District is fortunate to have residents such as Paul who work tirelessly 
to build strong communities. Learn more about the Neighborhood 
Association at www.VVVRNA.org . 

 

 

mailto:stuartssd@gmail.com


  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You, Kate! 
Busy neighbor, Towson 
professor, and mom, among 
other roles, Kate Eglseder is 
an incredibly talented, 
reliable, responsive editor of 
our neighborhood newsletter. 
We really appreciate her 
work and other help as a 
board member! 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD REAL ESTATE REPORT 

 

Status Address Price SQFT BR BA 1/2-BA ACRES DATE

FOR SALE

ACTIVE 2505 Caves Forest Rd $649.9K 2780 4 3 1 2 01/08/20

ACTIVE 7 Rainbow Ct $459.9K 2366 3 2 1 1.01 01/02/20

ACTIVE 11014 Park Heights Ave $625K 3302 5 4 0.99 08/14/19

UNDER CONTRACT
CONTRACT 11106 Verdant Rd $650K 4074 4 4 2.05 12/27/19

CONTRACT 2422 Velvet Valley Wy $799.8K 4588 6 4 2 2.38 11/20/19

SOLD

SOLD 2412 Velvet Valley Wy $560.5K 2250 7 3 1 2.3 11/08/19

SOLD 9 Melissa Ct $515K 2658 5 3 1.2 10/18/19

SOLD 9 Rainbow Ct $330K 2403 5 3 1 1.12 11/29/19

SOLD 8 Bucksway Rd $349.9K 3032 5 3 2 0.83 11/01/19

SOLD 2304 Velvet Ridge Dr $515K 2640 3 4 0.7 10/15/19

SOLD 10900 Baronet Rd $540K 2504 3 2 1 1.97 07/29/19

SOLD 10808 Baronet Rd $630K 4350 5 5 1 1.71 07/25/19

NO LONGER ACTIVE
WITHDRAWN 10905 Park Heights Ave$569.9K 2369 5 3 1 0.66 10/09/19

EXPIRED 10909 Park Heights Ave $650K 3184 5 3 1 0.71 11/12/19

EXPIRED 10905 Park Heights Ave$589.9K 2369 5 3 1 0.66 11/30/19

CANCEL 2316 Velvet Ridge Dr $540K 2826 4 3 1 1.94 09/04/19

CANCEL 2403 Velvet Ridge Dr $600K 3060 5 3 1 1.4 08/14/19
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Volunteers Welcome 

The VVVR Association 

always welcomes 

volunteers.  If you are 

interested in assisting the 

board with events, 

welcoming new neighbors, 

or any other task, we 

would welcome the help.  

Please reach out to the 

association with any 

interest! 

Jemicy School Reports: (Thanks to Bonnie Wasserman, Jemicy’s Director, Publications & Communications) 
Happy New Year to our Velvet Valley-Velvet Ridge neighbors. It was a very busy fall at Jemicy School, and our 408 students (216 Lower/Middle School, 192 
Upper School), a record number, experienced a productive first trimester. 
 
Our talented Lower School thespians delighted audiences with Junie B. Jones, the Musical. Upper School students maturely handled sensitive issues in their 
performance of The Laramie Project, and participated in the Maryland State Thespian Festival on January 9th and 10th. This spring, the Middle School will 
perform Lion King; the Upper School will perform Fame. 
 
October 2019 was a milestone for Jemicy, as nine students became the first class of inductees into its new chapter of the National Honor Society. 
Membership was earned through demonstration of the four pillar standards of the Society – Scholarship, Service, Leadership, and Character. 
 
Looking ahead … 85 Upper School students and faculty are eagerly anticipating their spring break journey to Cambodia and Vietnam.  
Our seniors, who are experiencing a record year in college acceptances, have already garnered approximately $1.5 million in academic scholarships…and we 
are only a third of the way through the school year.  
Our Middle School Varsity Dance Team will be traveling to Florida again this spring to perform on the main stage at Disney World. 
This summer’s Camp Jemicy (June 29-July 31) will again be held on our Upper School Campus (Garrison Forest Rd). In addition to reinforcing academic skills, 
the camp offers fun, creative, and unique recreational activities and adventures. See details and camp brochure at www.jemicyschool.org/camps. 
 

To boost security and safety for students and staff, our number one priority, Jemicy has implemented the Raptor Visitor Management System, which will 
improve our ability to screen visitors, contractors, and volunteers entering the building.  
 
The Jemicy Alumni Association is sponsoring a hippie-chic themed benefit concert, Moose Stock, on February 19, at the Gordon Center for 
Performing Arts. This cool concert will headline The Paul Reed Smith Band with some groovy guest musicians highlighted at the start of the 
show! Tickets are on sale through Jemicy’s website Box Office  www.jemicyschool.org/arts/box-office.  
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Welcome New Residents! 
In recent months, several new families have moved into our neighborhood. Please 
join us with a warm welcome and make sure you say “Hello!”. And when someone 
moves in near you, email us to know at Velvet.na@gmail.com. 

• 10908 Baronet, Annie Chau & Steven Goodman 

• 4 Susan Ct., Danielle Koch & Jarod Smulison 

• 9 Melissa Ct., Gersha & Lafon Porter 

• 2304 Velvet Ridge, Kay Spence 

• 11000 Park Heights (at Melissa Ct.), Cheryl & Michael Goldsmith – a 

belated but sincere welcome 

http://www.jemicyschool.org/camps
http://www.jemicyschool.org/arts/box-office

