Velvet Valley Neighborhood Association
Community Newsletter

August 2021

UPDATE and CONTACT US! from Assn. president Paul Brickman
Please email us at Velvet.NA@gmail.com to add a spouse’s email address or about new folks
moving in near you so we can welcome them to our neighborhood. And check out our website
www.VelvetValley.org --Thanks!

ANNUAL NEIGHBORHOOD PICNIC – SEPT. 12TH
On Sunday, Sept. 12th, VVNA will hold our annual family picnic and Association meeting.
Once again, we will have tables, chairs, gourmet food and ice cream trucks, and a repeat
of last year’s Karen Goldberg Band. The event and food are entirely FREE to residents
who have paid Membership dues. County and State government officials also will be
attending this festive event. Make sure you come for a fun time, meeting neighbors,
dancing, and kids’ activities, and reply on the Evite RSVP. For this year’s dues, starting
Sept. 1st, please bring a check to the event to make collection easier for the VVNA.

STREET SAFETY PROGRAMS
ATTACK OF THE KILLER
HERON
Velvet Valley neighbor Sandy
Guthorn has a koi pond in her
home’s central outdoor atrium.
Recently a heron flew into the
pond, ate 14 of their 17 koi fish,
and then could not get out due to
overhead cross-beams. A MD
Dept. of Natural Resources
person came to capture and take
the heron away. Heron attacks
on koi are frequent in Velvet
Valley ponds and call for net
protection.

VVNA has focused on enhancing the safety of our residents, especially pedestrians.
Jemicy School has partnered and sponsored with us to purchase and install new signs
“Slow Down for Pedestrians” in locations near street curves and straight-aways that
invite speeding. We hope this makes an impact and are very grateful for Jemicy’s
support.
VVNA also purchased reflective safety vests which Members can get at a discounted
$10. A few still are available, so if you would like to purchase any, let us know. Sundown
starts earlier in autumn, and safety precautions like vests and flashlights really help.

OIL & PROPANE BIG DISCOUNTS!
VVNA has surveyed heating fuel companies and negotiated LOW group rates for BIG
savings for Members who pay dues for the 2021-2022 period. OIL pricing is: Pre-Pay:
$2.649/gal; Budget: $2.699; Pay-As-You-Go: $2.749. PROPANE pricing is: Pre-Pay:
$1.789/gal; Budget or Pay-As-You-Go: $1.899. Many residents find that fuel savings
more than offsets dues. After paying dues for this coming year, let us know if you’re
interested at Velvet.NA@gmail.com. IMPORTANT: the fuel company requires
enrollment by Sept. 30th, so act ASAP.

10-ACRE PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT
We’ve learned that the 10-acre property at 10910 Park Heights Ave. is pending sale and
development. This property backs into homes between Velvet Valley Way and Melissa
Ct. and had been owned by the elderly, now deceased Mr. Alt who was often seen
waving to drive-bys on Park Heights. Though early in the process, the sale is planned to
a custom home builder who will develop the property into three lots. If this is finalized, it
will be an improvement in the abandoned property and enhance home values. VVNA will
try to keep you posted.

GREAT COUNTY EVENTS WEBSITE
Baltimore County has a wonderful web resource, listing fun and timely Events, Eateries,
Arts & Culture, Outdoor/Golf, Wineries, Farmers Markets, many other recreation ideas
and attractions. Check it out and add it to your “Favorites” website list.
www.enjoybaltimorecounty.com

SEE MORE info and photos at our website: www.VelvetValley.org
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ASSOCIATION BOARD
MEMBERS
Sept. 2020- Aug. 2021
Officers
Pres.: Paul Brickman
VP: Grant Cleverley
Treasurer: Stuart Denrich
Secretary: Joan Kinsey
Goddard
Other Directors
Mollie Caplis
Marcia Castleman
Ina Dreiband
Kate Eglseder
Cheree Johnson
Danielle Koch
Claudio Levin
Lisa Levin
Katie Miller
Randy Morrison
Erin Sher Smyth
Julie Tasher
Lynn Tomlinson
Leslie Walker
Gary Wand
Harlan Zinn

BOARD DIRECTOR
ELECTIONS —
INTERESTED?
At the Sept. 12 annual picnic,
new Board directors will be
proposed and elected. If you
have interest in actively
participating and volunteering
on the Board, let us know
before 9/12, ASAP at
Velvet.NA@gmail.com .
Thanks!

RESOURCE:
❖ Babysitting, etc:
Eliza Cleverley, 17, a
resident on Baronet and a
delightful person, will babysit,
pet-sit, care for plants &
gardens, check mail, etc.
Contact:
emcleverley@icloud.com

Velvet Valley Neighborhood Association
KIDS ICE CREAM SOCIAL & RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN
Ice Cream Social—Aug. 19th
As part of VVNA’s efforts to make our community a fun great place to live, we also have a
Kids’ Ice Cream Social once again this summer on August 19th at Jemicy Lower School.
ALL neighborhood kids and grandkids are welcome. And meet event co-chairs Katie Miller
and Julie Tasher. If you did not get an Evite invitation, we probably don’t have your email
address, so update us at Velvet.na@gmail.com.

Resources for Children
Many new families have moved into our community, and the VVNA Board is adding more
programs to involve and help the growing number with younger children. Board committee
co-chairs Katie Miller and Julie Tasher initiated a survey to families to determine what
needs and programs are desired and will be following up for your further input. Please
make sure you help and reply. If you did not get a survey, let us know your email at
Velvet.NA@gmail.com, and THANKS for your involvement!

Food Safety in the Summer Sun from Julie Katz Tasher, registered
dietician/clinical nutrition mgr. at Ascension St. Agnes Hospital
• Stay hydrated while spending time in the hot sun. Choose natural fruit juices (dilute with

water) over sugary drinks or add soda water to fruit juices and freeze until slushy. Alcohol
and sweet drinks can cause dehydration and add unwanted calories.
• Food can spoil easily on hot summer days; follow these tips to prevent food borne
illness.
▪ Plan picnics to include foods that don’t require refrigeration: fruit salad vs. pasta
salad (mayo can spoil), PB&J vs. meat sandwiches
▪ If the temperature outside is above 90 degrees, food cannot stay out for longer than
1 hour
• Practice Safe Food Handling Techniques:
▪ Wash hands, utensils, and food preparation surfaces – use towelettes for hands
outdoors
▪ Rinse fresh fruits and vegetables with water before packing
▪ Serve safely, keeping cold foods cold (<40 degrees) and hot foods hot (>140
degrees)
▪ Don’t cross-contaminate: wash all surfaces very well that have touched raw meats
and juices. Keep raw meats wrapped so that juices don’t touch other foods
▪ When preparing salads, chill ingredients before combining
• Transport Foods Safely:
▪ Transport perishables w/ ice as quickly as possible, and cook immediately or
refrigerate
▪ Meat, poultry, and seafood may be packed frozen so it stays colder longer
▪ Plan food portions to avoid leftovers; place condiments in small containers
▪ Carry your cooler in an air-conditioned car; keep in shade w/ lid closed
▪ Discard leftovers if they have been out of the cooler for longer than 1 hour
• Safe Grilling:
▪ Marinate foods in the refrigerator, not on the counter or outdoors
▪ If marinade is also used as a sauce, save some extra and don’t reuse any that
touched raw meat
▪ If you partially cook food in the microwave, oven, or stove do so just
before grilling
▪ Use a thermometer to make sure meats are cooked thoroughly
▪ Grilled foods can be kept hot until served by moving it to the side of the grill rack,
just away from the coals
▪ Never partially grill meat or poultry and finish cooking later!
▪ Use a clean platter for food from the grill, don’t reuse the dirty platter that held
the raw meat
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VVNA HAPPY HOURS ARE BACK—AND COMING in OCTOBER!

With Covid vaccination protection, VVNA returned to sponsor another neighborhood Happy Hour on June 26th, warmly hosted outdoors
by Lisa and Claudio Levin. We had a good turn-out and outrageous food and beverages for all neighborhood Members. In early
October, Joan and Brian Goddard will host another Happy Hour at their Velvet Ridge home. Details will be shared soon, and we hope
you will come.

RESIDENT NEWS
WELCOME: Margo & Jason Upshaw and their kids, new in August at 8 Bucksway!
FAREWELL & BEST WISHES to residents moving away:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Ulku Ulgur, the original owner at his corner Velvet Valley home, is moving to a condo in Turf Valley in Ellicott City; he shares, “…To be
close to my daughter. I am rather sad to leave the beautiful velvet valley and wonderful neighbors.”
Rose & Kirk Seaman, of Velvet Ridge, moving to Middle River
Janeen & Chris Simon, of Velvet Valley Ct, moved to Florida
Julie & Todd Sarubin, of Celadon
Julia and Dimitriy Shif, of Velvet Ridge, moved to Finksburg

NEW BABIES! There’s been a sprouting of new babies, and more to come! Our hearty CONGRATULATIONS and best wishes to:
o Erin & Tzuriel Fenigstein welcomed Amiel, (Velvet Ridge) now one year old, born on August 12, 2020.
o Danielle Koch & Jared Smulison with Leo, (Susan Ct): “Leo was born 6/11 at 9lbs 11oz, so he’s a big guy! We’re all
doing well! Rory’s adjusting to his role as big brother nicely”
o Katie & Ross Shaffer are joyous with Elon Thomas (Velvet Ridge), born May 8th

REAL ESTATE REPORT Note: VVNA’s “Velvet Valley Features & Benefits” flyer helps sellers and their agents with visiting
prospects; contact us for a copy
Address

Price

SQFT

BR

BA

½ BA

ACRES

DATE

$478,290

4,236

5

3

2

0.83

6/21/2021

2409 Velvet Valley Way

$1,080,000

6,256

4

4

1

1.93

5/12/2021

16 Velvet Valley Ct.

$2,175,000

9,787

5

6

2

3.55

4/6/2021

2401 Velvet Ridge Dr.

$650,000

5,758

4

3

1

0.76

6/21/2021

10 Bucksway Rd

$565,000

4,328

4

2

1

0.83

2/26/2021

12 Celadon Rd

$990,000

3,656

5

4

1

1.36

6/15/2021

2329 Velvet Ridge Dr.

$795,000

3,153

5

4

1

0.7

7/7/2021

2511 Velvet Valley Way

$699,000

4,497

5

4

0

2.29

7/8/2021

4,756

6

5

1

0.7

7/21/2021

SOLD
8 Bucksway Road

UNDER CONTRACT

EXPIRED FOR SALE
2307 Velvet Ridge Dr.

$650,000
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NEARBY HIKING
There is great hiking right in our backyard at the Irvine Nature Center, 11201 Garrison Forest Rd. Though buildings
currently are closed, outdoor “facilities” are open, and the fun trails are open Tuesday-Sunday, 9am – 5pm. On 211 acres,
there are 7.5 miles of trails. Info at ExploreNature.org. Fees are $5 for folks over 5 yrs. old or $20 a carload. There are
current special discount family membership programs. No dogs or bikes.

Irvine Nature
Center

SPOTLIGHT: MARYLAND GHOST TOWNS – DANIELS, MARYLAND
Daniels was once a booming town alongside the Patapsco River. It was born in 1810, when Thomas Ely and his family
moved there and established a textile mill. By the 20th century, an entire industrial village had popped up around the mill,
with stores, churches, a school, and a railroad station. The mill was closed in the late 1960s, and nearly 90 families who
had lived there were told to leave. The final insult to the town came in 1972, when tropical storm Agnes flooded the town
and destroyed many of its buildings, leading to full abandonment.
Daniels is now an interesting ghost town worth the visit. There are stone ruins, undisturbed rotting cars, and whatever the
flood waters left behind. It is still possible to see remnants of Saint Stanislaus Kostka Church and its small graveyard, the
Pentecostal Holiness Church, and the old dam and bridge. In Patapsco Valley State Park, bordering Baltimore and
Howard Counties, it’s just 25 minutes and 15 miles away.
Although it is a long hike, it is well worth the visit! See: midatlanticdaytrips.com/2015/10/visiting-marylands-ghost-town-daniels.html

JEMICY SCHOOL PLAYGROUND USAGE
Jemicy has given neighborhood individual residents permission to use its playground and field when school activities are not in
session. Several parents have been yelled at and harassed by a backyard neighbor on the other side of Jemicy’s playground
fence. If you have this experience, tell the woman that Jemicy has given permission, and that if she has a concern she should
talk with their chief operating officer, Tim Hormes.

JEMICY SCHOOL UPDATE
Summer was highlighted by another successful season of Camp Jemicy and workshops for educators and parents in
ParagraphologyTM (our multisensory, comprehensive, scaffolded approach to writing and note-taking). And Jemicy School has
been planning and sprucing up its campuses for the 2021-2022 school year. Everyone is enthusiastically looking forward to the
first day of class on September 1, which follows two half-days of staggered student orientation. Jemicy will open with the
largest total enrollment in our school’s history (449 students) and additional experienced, creative, and talented teachers will
join our faculty. A “normal” year is anticipated, with all teaching/learning taking place on our campuses and the resumption of all
athletic, extra-curricular, and after-school activities.

